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Have you ever waited for something for a long, long time………………. 

 

 

 

           

                  

                                                                                                                         

I feel we’ve been waiting 

for a long time… 

 Will it 

ever 

happen? 
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Perhaps you were waiting for a friend  

….or for your birthday 

….or for Christmas 

….or for a baby to be born……………. 

 

Sometimes, we need to learn to wait and to be good at waiting until the time is 

right. 

 

About 4,000 years ago there was a man called Abraham who lived in the Middle 

East. He lived in the desert with a group of people and animals and they moved 

around to find food and water. He married Sarah and they looked after their 

nephew called Lot. 

Abraham saw the sun, moon and stars. He saw the land, plants, animals and 

people around him. Abraham believed that the whole world was made by God. 

One day, he heard God’s voice calling him. God asked Abraham to trust him 

and to follow him and Abraham did.  

Abraham and Sarah were quite old and they did not have any children but God 

told them that they would have a son and that their family would grow and 

grow. Abraham had grandchildren and great grandchildren and great, great 

grandchildren and great, great, great grandchildren and……... 

Like now, all these people had their good times and their bad times. Sometimes 

they loved God and thanked him for the world and their family and friends and 

for the animals and plants and food and water. Sometimes, these people forgot 

about God and they only thought about themselves and they were selfish and 

greedy and mean to others.  

God continued to speak to people and he said that one day there would be a 

king who would be the perfect and never-ending king for the world.  
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Jesus is born (Luke 2) 

 
About 2,000 years had passed since Abraham’s time and the land that 
Abraham’s descendants lived in was now part of the Roman Empire. One of the 
Roman Emperors was Augustus and he liked to know who was living in his 
Empire – it helped him when he wanted to get more money to know how many 
people could pay tax. So, the Roman Emperor Augustus said, “Write down the 
names of all the people in every country that I rule. I want to make sure they 
pay my tax.” This was called a census. The Emperor’s order went out, away 
across the sea, to the far-off land where Abraham’s descendants lived and we 
are going to learn about a particular couple called Mary and Joseph.  
 

Mary and Joseph were a young couple who lived in Nazareth. One day, Mary 

was on her own in Nazareth and an angel visited her, one of God’s messengers 

from heaven. The angel told Mary that she was going to have a baby who 

would be a special king, God’s own son and should be called Jesus. Mary was 

scared but the angel told her not to be worried – it was God’s plan. Then the 

angel left.  

 

Some months later, when the baby was soon to be born, Joseph went to Mary 

and said, “We must go to Bethlehem, my family’s home town, to put our names 

on the Emperor's census list.” They got busy, packing what they needed and 

could carry on this long journey and they set off, probably helped by a donkey 

so that Mary didn’t have to walk too far or carry a heavy bag.  

 

When they got to Bethlehem, the town was full of people. Joseph and Mary 

went from place to place looking for somewhere to stay. There wasn’t one 

spare room. There wasn’t one spare bed, not anywhere. But Mary’s baby was 

coming soon and Joseph was worried about her. They had to find somewhere 

to stay. They spoke to a man whose inn, like a small hotel, was full and he said 

that there was only one place left: the place where the animals slept. He took 

them to this stable. 

 

They got there just in time because, soon after, the baby was born. There was 

no place for the baby to sleep except a manger, where the animals were fed. So 

that is where Jesus slept, wrapped in cloths to protect him from the rough 

straw.  
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Outside the town, on the hills, the sheep were safe in their pen. A strong stone 

wall with prickly thorns on top kept the fierce wild animals out. And all night 

long the shepherds watched out for danger. All was dark. All was quiet. Then, 

suddenly, the sky blazed with light, too bright to look at. An angel was there 

with the shepherds and the angel spoke in a loud clear voice: “Do not be afraid! 

I bring you good news of great joy. For you and for the whole world. Today, in 

Bethlehem, your King is born. God’s promised King! You will find the baby lying 

in a manger, wrapped in cloths!” At once the sky was full of angel voices 

singing: “Glory to God in heaven and peace on earth!” Then once again, all was 

dark; all was quiet.  

 

The shepherds said, “We must do as the angel said. The sheep will be safe 

enough.” They hurried off to Bethlehem to look for this baby. There they found 

the new-born king, just as the angel had told them, not in a palace, not in a 

house, not even in the inn. They found him lying in a manger in the place where 

the animals slept. They must have wondered what a king was doing in a rough 

place like this but they were used to sleeping in rough places themselves, so 

perhaps they felt at home. They stood there looking at him and his parents.  

 

The shepherds said to Mary and Joseph and anybody else who was nearby, 

“Suddenly the sky blazed with light and an angel spoke to us! He told us about 

the birth of our king, today in Bethlehem. God’s promised King! He told us to go 

and see for yourselves. So, here we are.” Mary listened and thought about all 

this. This was a night to remember. She would never forget it.  

 

The shepherds strode back through the dark streets. They must see to their 

sheep. As they walked back to the fields they spoke excitedly about what they 

had seen and heard. They praised God that what they had found was exactly as 

the angel had told them it would be. 
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Mary and Joseph on the way to Bethlehem. 
 

 

 

 

 

          
The shepherds went to find the baby.  
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The visit of the wise men (Matthew 2) 

 

Sometime after Jesus was born, God put a special star in the sky. Some wise 

men from a country far away in the east saw the star and knew it meant a very 

special king had been born; a king who had been talked about for many years. 

So they packed what they would need for a long journey, maybe they loaded it 

on to some strong camels, and they set out to find the king.  

 

It was a long and hard journey for them but they knew it was important. They 

travelled to Jerusalem and went to the palace, because that was where they 

expected to find this new king. The king of the land at that time was called King 

Herod. 

  

Imagine how King Herod might have felt when some very important wise men 

came from a country far, far away to ask about a special baby. Yes - he was 

very surprised and very angry – he didn’t want anyone else to be called king. 

He didn’t know anything about this new special king. So, after speaking with 

the wise men, he left them and called together all his assistants and asked 

them:  

“Has anyone heard anything about this special king?”  

These men, who were the king’s advisers, were pretty knowledgeable and they 

replied, “400 years ago, one of God’s messengers called Micah said that God 

would send a special king out of Bethlehem.”  

 

So, Herod left his advisers and went back to the wise men and said to them, 

“Go into Bethlehem and look for this special king. Then, when you have found 

him, come back and tell me where he is, so that I too can go and see him.”  

 

The wise men left the palace and the star led them right to where Jesus was in 

Bethlehem. They were so excited. They went into the house, because that’s 

where Mary, Joseph and Jesus now lived. The wise men gathered around 

Jesus and bowed down to him because they knew how special he was. They 

knew this little boy was God’s king.  

 

They opened their bags and brought out gifts for Jesus - sparkling gold and 

sweet smelling frankincense and myrrh. What funny presents to give a little boy 

– gold was normally given to a king, frankincense was for someone you 

worshipped and myrrh was normally put on dead bodies – how strange!  
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God knew that Herod did not like anyone else being called king and would try to 

kill Jesus, so he sent the wise men a dream. The dream told them not to tell 

Herod where the baby king was. So, when they were ready to leave, the wise 

men got together and made a plan to go home a different way, to avoid going 

near Herod’s palace.  

 

As they travelled and when they got home, they must have had a lot to think 

about and to talk about. What an amazing experience they had. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The wise men followed a star to find the promised king. 
 

 

 

Jesus grew up in Nazareth and, when he was about 30 years old, he knew that 
the time was right for his special work to begin and for him to speak to more 
people about God. 
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Jesus’s first followers (Luke 5) 
 
One day, Jesus was standing by a very big lake called the Sea of Galilee. There 
was a big crowd of people around him, listening to him teaching about God. 
 
There were two boats on the shore. One of them belonged to a fisherman called 
Simon. The other belonged to his friends, James and John. They were all 
nearby, washing their nets. 
 
Jesus called to Simon and said: 
“Simon, come into the boat and take me a little way from the shore”. 
 
Simon climbed into the boat and took the boat away from the shore. Jesus was 
able to teach the people from the boat, a short distance into the lake. 
 
When Jesus had finished teaching, he said to Simon: 
“Take the boat to the deep water and put your net into the water to catch some 
fish”. 
 
Simon said to Jesus: 
“Master, we’ve worked hard all night and we caught nothing, not even one tiny 
little fish. But... because you ask me, I will do it”. 
 
So, Simon put his nets into the water and caught lots and lots of fish. He was 
amazed and called out for his friends to come and help: 
 
“The net is breaking there are so many fish! James and John – come quickly in 
your boat, we’ve got loads of fish and we need your help!” 
 
James and John brought the other boat alongside Simon’s boat to help pull in 
the nets. Simon was so amazed by what had happened that he said to Jesus: 
“Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!” 
 
That may seem a strange thing to say – we might expect him to say ‘Thank 
you!’ or, ‘Wow – how did that happen?’ But it was because he had not realised 
what Jesus could do until then. 
 
Then Jesus said to Simon, James and John: 
“Don’t be afraid. From now on you will catch men!” 
 
They took the boats back to the shore and all got out.  
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Then Simon, James and John left the boats there and followed Jesus. What 
they had seen was life-changing and they wanted to learn more about this 
man, Jesus. 
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Jesus calms a storm (Mark 4) 

 

Jesus travelled around a lot and, as he travelled, he taught the people who 
gathered around him. Many people became Jesus’s followers and they were 
called his ‘disciples’.  
 

It had been a long and tiring day for Jesus and the disciples. Jesus suggested 

that they take a boat over to the other side of the lake. It was a very big lake 

called the Sea of Galilee with lots of boats on it. Probably some of them 

climbed into the boat and some helped to push the boat out, wading into the 

water and pushing until the boat floated and then they climbed into it.  

 

At the time of this event, the disciples hadn’t known Jesus very long but they 

were with him for a few years so they experienced a lot more of the amazing 

things he did and said in the times ahead.  

 

But, back to that evening. It was a lovely evening. The air smelt good and the 

sun was just setting. All day Jesus had been working hard, preaching and 

teaching and, as soon as they were in the boat, Jesus sat down at one end and 

fell asleep.  

 

Suddenly, a storm came up and waves started to crash against the boat. It was 

being blown backwards and forwards and from side to side. The disciples 

thought they were going to drown. The wind was really howling and the rain 

was heavy. There was already water in the boat because the waves were 

crashing right over the side of the boat - one after another.  

 

Some of the men in the boat had been fishermen for years but they were 

beginning to feel frightened. They looked at each other, wondering if the boat 

was going to sink and if they were going to drown. Then they looked at the end 

of the boat and they could hardly believe their eyes. Jesus was still fast asleep.  

 

 

The wind just kept howling and the rain kept pouring down and the waves kept 

crashing over the side of the boat and Jesus was still asleep. They went over to 

wake him up and shouted, "Jesus don't you care that we're going to drown?”  
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Jesus stood up in the boat. He heard the howling wind and he felt the pouring 

rain and he saw the size of the waves and then he said, "Quiet! Be still!" 

Suddenly it all went calm.  

 

The men in the boat had not seen anything like it. Normally, after a storm, the 

water stays rough for a while but now the water was calm and still. They looked 

at Jesus and they looked at each other and they said, "Who is this man? He has 

such power, even the storm obeyed him." 
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Jesus feeds a big crowd (John 6) 

 

Jesus chose twelve of his disciples for special work. There was Andrew and his 
brother Simon (who was later called Peter), James and his brother John, Philip, 
Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, another James, Thaddaeus, another Simon 
and Judas. They left their old jobs and spent lots of time with Jesus, watching 
what he did, listening to what he said and, when the right time came, they 
would teach and heal people too. At this stage, they still had a lot to learn about 
Jesus themselves. 
Lots of people wanted to see Jesus and to hear him teach. They had heard 
about the amazing things he had done. Some wanted to be healed from 
illnesses and some wanted to see others being healed. 
 
 
One day, Jesus and his disciples sailed across the lake away from the crowds 

of people but the crowds followed him. They wanted to be with him all the time. 

Jesus wasn't cross; he didn't send the people away. He knew they were like 

sheep without a shepherd; they needed someone to look after them and guide 

them. Jesus taught the people about God.  

 

Jesus walked up the side of a mountain with his disciples and they gathered 

around him to listen. Jesus saw a great crowd of people coming towards them 

and he turned to Philip and asked where they could buy bread for the people to 

eat but really he already had a plan. The disciples were worried because so 

much food would cost a lot of money. Philip said to Jesus, “We don't have 

enough money. It would take eight months wages to feed all these people”.  

 

Andrew, who was another of Jesus’s disciples, went over to a boy in the crowd 

who had brought his own picnic and said, “Here is a boy with five small loaves 

of bread and two small fish, but they won’t feed many people!” 

 

Jesus asked his disciples to tell the people to sit down on the grass. There 

were about 5,000 men and probably many more women and children, too. They 

instructed the crowd to sit down on the grass.  
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Jesus took the boy’s bread and fish picnic and said thank you to God for it. 

Then he began to break up the food. He gave some to each of his disciples to 

give to the people and they walked backwards and forwards in the crowd 

handing out the food.  

 

Amazingly, Jesus did not run out of food at all. There was enough for everyone. 

Nobody was hungry anymore and there was food left over.  

 

Jesus told the disciples to go and collect what was left. The disciples filled 

twelve baskets with the remaining bits of bread and fish. 

 

Jesus had shown just how amazingly powerful he was. He could provide all the 

food that a huge crowd of people needed from just five small loaves of bread 

and two fish. Only God could do that. 
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The Good Samaritan (Luke 10) 

 

People often asked Jesus questions.  Sometimes they really wanted to hear his 
teaching and sometimes they wanted to try to trick him because they didn’t 
believe he was God’s son. 
One day a religious teacher came to him and said, “What must I do if I want to 
live with God forever.  I know that the bible says I must love God and love my 
neighbour as much as I love myself.  But who is God telling me to love?  Who is 
my neighbour?” 
Then Jesus told him this story. 
 

A man was walking down a road on his own and some robbers jumped out at 

him. 

 

“Help, help!” cried the man, but nobody heard him.  The robbers beat up the 

man and hurt him badly.  Then they stole everything he had and ran away. The 

poor man was left at the side of the road.  

 

“Oh! Ooh!” groaned the man.  He couldn’t get up.  He lay there in the burning 

sun.  He couldn’t do anything except wait and hope for help.   

 

The next person to travel along the road was a priest who worked in the temple. 

The injured man heard the priest’s footsteps. Surely a priest would be kind and 

help the injured man? No, the priest had seen him lying there but he didn’t 

come to help.   

 

Time passed. Then he heard footsteps again. Nearer and nearer the footsteps 

came. This time, the traveller was a Levite, another important temple worker. 

Surely he would be kind and help the injured man? No, the Levite had seen him 

lying there but he didn’t come to help. 

 

The man was feeling worse and worse. He was too injured to move to get the 

help he needed. 
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Someone else came along the road.  This was a man from another country, an 

enemy country called Samaria. Surely he would not be kind and help a man 

from Israel? The Israelites and the Samaritans did not like each other.  

 

But what a surprise! When the Samaritan traveller saw the man lying by the 

side of the road, he stopped and said:  

“You need help.”  

  

He cleaned the injured man’s cuts and put on bandages. Then he lifted him 

carefully on to his donkey and took him to an inn, where they rested.  

 

The next day, the Samaritan man said to the innkeeper: 

“Please can you take care of him until he is well?  Here’s some money for you. I 

hope it is enough. If it costs more, I will pay for what was needed when I come 

back.” 

 

When Jesus had finished telling the story, he turned and asked the religious 

teacher this question: 

“Which of those people showed love to the man who was hurt?” 

 

“The one who was kind and helped him,” the religious teacher answered.   

 

“Then be like him,” said Jesus.   

 

Jesus told this story to show the religious teacher what he was really like in his 

heart.   
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The great feast (Luke 14) 

 

One day, Jesus was having a meal at the house of an important religious 
leader. He told this story about a man having a party and sending out 
invitations. It’s a story with a meaning to make the listeners think – that type of 
story is called a parable. 
 

There was a man who was preparing to have a party at his house. 

 
Party host: ‘I would very much like to have a party – a big meal for lots of my 

friends. What fun that could be. We will use the best plates and the best table 

cloth and I will enjoy choosing the food. People will love to come to a party. I 

will send out the invitations straight away but it will take a while to get all the 

food in and prepared and I will tell my guests that I will send somebody along 

to tell them when it is ready. I expect it will take a few days to prepare’. 

 

(Sleep. Day. Sleep. Day. Sleep. Not long now. Day) 

 

“Now the feast is ready. I will send my servant to go and get everybody.” 

 

“Hello (enter servant)….please will you go and tell all the guests I invited that we 

are ready for them to come to the feast.” 

 

(Servant goes along the road to the people in the houses). 

Servant shouts out: “Come to my master’s house - everything is now ready!” 

 

Person 1 – “I can’t come, I have just bought a field and I must go and see it, 

please excuse me.” 

Person 2 – “I can’t come, I have just bought some oxen and I am on my way to 

try them out, please excuse me.” 

Person 3 – “I can’t come, I have just got married.” 

 

(Servant returns to master) 

Servant: “They are not coming.” 

 

Party host: “What! I can hardly believe what I hear – they’re not coming? Then 

go out quickly into the streets of the town – the big streets and the little streets 

and bring in all the people who do want to come – people with no money, 

people who can’t get out to many parties.” 
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(Servant goes back along the road).  

Servant calling out to people: “Come to a party, come to a party!” 

 

All the people in the crowd: “Yes please!” 

 

(Servant returns again to master) 

Servant: “I’ve done as you asked but there is still room.” 

 

Party host: “Then go further away into the country and ask all those people so 

that my house will be full. The ones who were invited and said ‘NO’ won’t get to 

eat the feast.” 

 
[In Jesus’s day, some of the important religious leaders, like those listening to 
this story, thought they knew better than Jesus. Jesus was giving them a loving 
warning. Jesus was inviting everybody into God’s family but some, like them, 
were not accepting his invitation – they thought they didn’t need to listen to 
Jesus. Jesus’s invitation is to everybody – remember how the invitation went 
out to everybody?] 
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The runaway son (Luke 15) 

 
There was a crowd around Jesus, wanting to hear his teaching. The Pharisees 
and teachers of the law looked down on the people in the crowd who they 
thought were bad people and they thought Jesus shouldn’t meet with such 
people. So Jesus told some parables - some stories to make them think. This 
is one of them. 
 

Once upon a time there was a father who had two sons. The older son did 

everything that his father asked him to do, even digging up potatoes. The 

younger son wanted excitement.  

 

One day, the older son was out working in the fields. The younger son said to 

his father, “I am bored working on your farm. I want to go and explore the 

world. I want my share of your money. I don’t want to wait till you die. I want it 

now, while I am young enough to enjoy it.” So, sadly, the father gave the 

younger son his share of the money. The younger son packed his bag and left 

on his journey to a faraway country. He visited new lands, tasted new foods 

and met new people. He had a wild time. He spent lots of money.  

 

After a while there was no money left. Then there were no friends left.  Then 

there was a famine and there was no food left either. First, the younger son 

became hungry. Then he became very hungry. He became so hungry that he 

thought that he had probably better get a job. He asked everyone he met for a 

job but the only job that he could get was looking after the pigs.  He was so 

hungry he would have been glad to eat the pig food. But nobody gave him 

anything. He was very miserable. 

 

Finally he came to his senses and said, “My father’s workers have plenty to eat 

and here I am, starving to death!  How stupid can I get? I am going home!” 

“But what will I say to Dad?”  The son thought hard.  “How are you doing, Dad?  

You’re looking well.  I meant to write, but you know how it is!” (Pause). No. 

 

Then he thought some more - this was really serious. He knew what he needed 

to say.  “Dad, it’s like this.  I’ve been wrong. I’ve disappointed you and God.  I 

don’t deserve to be called your son. But could I come home and just work on 

your farm so that I can survive?” 
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The younger son picked up his bags and started on the long journey home to 

his father.  What had the father been doing all this time?   

As he stood on his front porch, not a day had gone by without him looking 

down the road for his son. The father loved his son despite being so badly 

treated by him. This day, he did the same thing he had done every day since his 

son had left - he looked down the road and hoped.  So when the son was still a 

long way off, his father saw him coming and ran to meet him!   

 

The son started his speech, “Dad, it’s like this. I’ve been wrong. I’ve 

disappointed you and God. I don’t deserve to be called your son …” but his dad 

brought his son a new robe to wear, a ring for his finger and new sandals for his 

feet. Best of all, he threw a party to celebrate his son coming home! 

 

What about the older son?  Remember him?  What was he like? Was he happy 
about the party?  
He was very unhappy. He didn’t go to the house and join the party, so his father 

went outside looking for him. “It’s not fair, Dad”, he said to his father. “I’ve 

always worked really hard for you and done the right thing.  My brother was 

stupid and did the wrong thing and you’re throwing him a party!  You never 

even gave me a cake to share with my mates.”  

Was it fair?  
It was very hard for the older brother to understand how much his father loved 

and forgave his younger brother. He is jealous and confused. But his father 

didn’t love one son more than the other. The father told his older son, “You are 

always here with me and everything I have is yours.” 

 
 
 
 
This story teaches us about our Father God. If we realise we have run away 
from him, he wants to forgive us and welcome us back to live with him just like 
the father welcomed his son back in the story. 
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Jesus is killed - the crucifixion (Matthew 26 - 27) 

 

Jesus and his twelve closest disciples shared a special meal. During the meal, 

Jesus said that he knew that one of his friends there would betray him – that 

means that he would not be a good friend but would become an enemy; he 

knew that it was Judas.  

 

When the meal was finished, they went out for a walk in an orchard of olive 

trees and Jesus went to be on his own to pray to his Father, God. At some 

point, Judas had left them and gone away. Then Jesus returned to the disciples 

and he was not at all surprised to see a group of people armed with clubs and 

swords approaching and Judas was with them.  

 

Judas came up to Jesus and he said, “Jesus!” Then he kissed Jesus on the 

cheek. That could have been just a normal way to say hello but actually it was a 

signal to the soldiers. They marched up to Jesus and took him as prisoner. 

Jesus went with them without making any trouble. His disciples ran away but 

Peter followed Jesus at a distance so he couldn’t be seen. 

 

Jesus was taken by the soldiers to the high priest and people made up stories 

to accuse Jesus of things he hadn’t done. The high priest said to Jesus, “Aren’t 

you going to defend yourself?” Jesus said nothing until the high priest 

demanded to know if Jesus was the Christ, the Son of God. Then Jesus said, 

“Yes, it is as you say.” 

 

Peter was recognised by a young woman as one of Jesus’s followers but he 

said, “No, I’m not!” 

He walked away and then another woman pointed at him and said, “This is one 

of Jesus’s followers,” and again Peter said, “NO. I’m NOT!”  

Then, a third time, he told some people that he didn’t know Jesus. He 

remembered that Jesus had said he would do that. He felt terrible. 

 

All night long, Jesus’s attackers asked him angry questions. Then, early in the 

morning, they took him to see a man called Pontius Pilate. Pilate was a very 

important man who was in charge of part of the country.  

He worked for the Roman Emperor. Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the king of the 

Jews?” Jesus said, “Yes, it is as you say.” 

Pilate knew that Jesus hadn’t done anything wrong. He wanted to set him free.  



P a g e  | 21 

 
Pilate knew that there was a man in prison who had done lots of things wrong 

and deserved to be punished. His name was Barabbas. In Jerusalem, there 

were big crowds of people who had come to celebrate the Feast of the 

Passover, which was celebrated every year. At this special festival time, Pilate 

would set a prisoner free.  

 

Pilate called out to the crowds, “Who do you want me to set free, Jesus or 

Barabbas?” “Barabbas,” the crowds shouted back. Pilate said to them, “Jesus 

has done nothing wrong; he doesn’t deserve to be punished”. “We want 

Barabbas, we want Barabbas,” the crowd shouted, their voices getting louder 

and louder. Pilate was frightened that the crowds would start fighting if he 

didn’t give them what they wanted. So he set Barabbas free from prison. Jesus 

was punished instead.  

 

The soldiers took Jesus away to a hill and he was nailed to a cross made of 

wood. People followed them and crowded round to see what was going on and 

what would happen. Jesus’s friends were there, too. Even though it was only 

lunch time, the sky turned as dark as night. It stayed like that for three hours.  

 

When Jesus died, the ground shook. Back in the temple, there was an 

enormous curtain, really thick and heavy and it tore from the top to the bottom. 

It was a very strange time. A Roman soldier who was there said, “Surely he was 

the Son of God!” Others said the same thing. 

 

Later that day, a man called Joseph, who was a follower of Jesus, went and 

asked Pilate for Jesus’s body. Joseph took Jesus’s body and put it into a cave 

made out of rock and an enormous stone was rolled across the opening of the 

cave. A follower of Jesus called Mary Magdalene and another woman were 

sitting there opposite the tomb and watching, sadly. 

 

Jesus is alive – the resurrection (Matthew 27 and 28)  

 

Jesus’s friends were very sad, Jesus had died and they had now buried his 
body in the cave.  It felt like the end of everything.  BUT they had forgotten 
something very important - something that Jesus had said.  Jesus had said he 
wouldn’t stay dead!  Jesus had said he would come back, he would rise from 
the dead three days after he died!  But the Pharisees and chief priests had not 
forgotten!   
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The day after Jesus’s body was put in a tomb, the chief priests and the 

Pharisees went to see Pilate. They said to Pilate, “Sir, we remember that when 

Jesus was alive he said he would rise after three days.  He was a liar, of course, 

but we want you to order a guard for the tomb. His followers might steal his 

body, so that they can tell everybody Jesus is alive!” 

 

Pilate said “Yes!”  He shouted at the guards, “Guards go and make the tomb 

very safe!” The guards went and they put a seal on the stone and stood guard, 

no-one was going to steal this body. 

 

On the Sunday morning, a follower of Jesus called Mary Magdalene and her 

friend Mary went to look at the tomb. As they got to the cave, there was an 

enormous earthquake and an angel rolled the huge stone away and sat on it.  

His clothes were bright white.  The guards were so frightened they fainted. 

 

The angel spoke to the two women, “Don’t be afraid.  Look inside - Jesus is not 

here!  Jesus has risen, just as he said would happen. Come and see the place 

where he lay. Then go and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead and 

is going ahead of you to Galilee, where you will see him.” 

 

As the two Marys ran to tell Jesus’s followers what they had seen and been told 

by the angel, they were both very frightened but also very happy.  “Jesus is 

alive!” they kept saying, “Jesus is alive!” 

 

Suddenly Jesus was there. He said, “Hello!” They touched Jesus’s feet and 

praised him. “Go and tell my other friends I will see them in Galilee”. They ran to 

tell them. 

 

The guards ran to tell the chief priests.  The chief priests were not happy at all 

and they said to the guards, “You must tell everybody that Jesus’s followers 

stole the body while you were asleep.”  They gave the guards a large amount of 

money to tell this lie. 

 

But Jesus really was alive, the cave was empty, Jesus had risen from the dead, 

just as he said he would.  
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Jesus goes to heaven – the ascension (Acts 1) 
 
For about 40 days, Jesus had been seen by many people. He met with his 
followers, he ate with them and talked to them about God's Kingdom. He had 
told them to stay in Jerusalem and wait for the gift his Father God had 
promised…………….. 
 

One day, when Jesus and his friends were together, his friends asked when he 

was going to be crowned as King. Jesus told them that God would decide when 

that would be but that he had a job for them to do.  

He told them: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jesus told his friends that it would now be their job to tell other people about 

him - to carry on the work that he had been doing. He said that they would 

receive power when the Holy Spirit came on them and that the Holy Spirit would 

help them to tell other people the good news in Jerusalem and in Judea and 

Samaria and to the ends of the earth. 

         

You will receive power when the Holy Spirit 

comes on you and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 

and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. 
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When Jesus had said this, he was taken up before their very eyes. They 

couldn't see him anymore because a cloud hid him. 

  

Jesus’s friends were standing looking up at the sky when two men dressed in 

white stood beside them and said, "Why are you standing looking at the sky? 

This Jesus who has been taken away from you will come back again the same 

way you saw him go into heaven." 

 

 
You see it's still not the end of the story. It is still to be continued. Although 
Jesus is now in heaven, one day he will come back to earth, not as a little baby 
but as king of the whole universe. But until then, we have a job to do, something 
to be continued, our job is to keep telling other people the good news about 
Jesus and the Holy Spirit will be with us to help us. 
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Pentecost – the Holy Spirit comes (Acts 2) 

Before going to be with God in Heaven, Jesus had told his disciples not to leave 

Jerusalem, but to wait for the gift his Father promised. 

A few days later, Jesus’s disciples were all together in one place when a sound 

like the blowing of a strong wind came from heaven. They saw what seemed to 

be tongues of fire that came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with 

the Holy Spirit just as Jesus had told them and a strange thing happened – 

they began to speak in other languages. 

There were lots of people from different places staying in Jerusalem and, when 

each one heard their own language being spoken, they were amazed and 

wondered what was happening.  They could hear the disciples speaking about 

God in languages they could all understand.  

Peter spoke to the crowd. He said, “Let me explain this to you. People handed 

Jesus over to be killed but everything that has happened has been part of God’s 

plan. God raised Jesus back to life because it was impossible for death to keep 

its hold on him.  We saw and heard what happened. Jesus has received from 

God the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now see and 

hear. God has made Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and King.” 

 When the people heard this, they were shocked and said to Peter and the other 

disciples, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 

Peter replied, “Repent and be baptised, every one of you, in the name of Jesus 

Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy 

Spirit. The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off—for 

all whom the Lord our God will call.” Those who accepted this message were 

baptised. About three thousand people became followers of Jesus that day. 
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Philip and the Ethiopian man (Acts 8) 

 

A big search began for all the followers of Jesus. A man called Saul was the 
ringleader. He thought that he was pleasing God by getting rid of this new 
teaching about Jesus. Many people left Jerusalem but wherever they went they 
told people the good news about Jesus. Philip went to Samaria and preached 
to huge crowds of people there.  
 
One day, an angel of the Lord went to Philip and told him to travel south on the 
lonely desert road.  
 
He set off on this journey and, ahead of him, he saw a man sitting in his chariot. 
This man was from Ethiopia in Africa and he was an important official in charge 
of the queen’s money. He had been in Jerusalem worshipping God at the 
temple and was on his way home. He was reading a scroll from the book of 
Isaiah in the scriptures. The Holy Spirit told Philip to go to the chariot, so he did. 
 
Philip heard the man reading from the scroll, from the book of Isaiah who was a 
prophet. He said to the man in the chariot, “Do you understand what you are 
reading?” 
  
The man from Ethiopia said, “How can I unless someone explains it to me?” He 
asked Philip to come into the chariot and sit with him, so Philip climbed into the 
chariot. 
 
The man from Ethiopia was confused. In this passage from scripture on the 
scroll, Isaiah was talking about a man who was put to death and wouldn't even 
defend himself. The Ethiopian man wanted to know who Isaiah was talking 
about. Their conversation went something like this: 
 
Philip: “It was Jesus, the Son of God. He died a few years ago”. 
Ethiopian man: “But this scroll is hundreds of years old!” 
Philip:  “God's messenger, Isaiah, knew how Jesus would die. God told  him. 
Ethiopian man: “That's amazing! How did Jesus die?” 
Philip: “He was put to death on a wooden cross.” 
Ethiopian man: “Why didn't he save himself?” 
Philip: “He could have, but he wouldn't do that because he wanted to do 
 what God wanted. We don’t treat God properly and that attitude is 
 called sin. It separates us from God. Jesus took the punishment for our 
 sin so we can be forgiven forever. Now we can be friends with God.” 
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Ethiopian man:  “I really want to be God's friend, that's why I'm reading  
    this scroll.” 
Philip: “Just accept what Jesus has done for you.” 
Ethiopian man: “What a pity Jesus is dead. I would like to know him.” 
Philip: “You can! God brought Jesus back to life. He's alive forever.” 
Ethiopian man: “Then I want to belong to him! I'm so glad you told me  
   the good news about Jesus. I really want to be baptised!” 
 
So, Philip and the Ethiopian man jumped out of the chariot and went down to 
the water and Philip baptised the man. After this had happened, God suddenly 
took Philip away and the Ethiopian man didn't see him again but he travelled on 
home, full of joy because of all he'd heard. 
          

                
 
 
 
 
 
You may remember that, just before Jesus went to be with his Father, God, in 
heaven he told his disciples that they would receive power when the Holy Spirit 
came on them and they would tell people about Jesus in Jerusalem, in all 
Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the earth. Well, Philip’s meeting with the 
man from Ethiopia made sure that the good news of Jesus reached the people 
he spoke to in his country and spread to other places, too. The message was 
spreading fast. 
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Jesus talks to a man called Saul (Acts 9) 

 

Saul was a very, very angry man. He was angry because Christians were going 
round telling others the good news about Jesus. This made Saul cross because 
he didn’t believe Jesus was God’s Son.  He didn’t love Jesus or think Jesus 
was alive.  He didn’t like the people who loved Jesus.  In fact – Saul was so 
angry he was doing a terrible thing.  He was arresting all the people who loved 
Jesus and putting them in prison.  The people who believed in Jesus were very 
scared of Saul. 
 

One day Saul decided to go to a city called Damascus. It was a long journey to 

Damascus. Saul and his friends had been walking for days – but at last they 

were nearly there.  Suddenly, a light flashed around Saul.   

Saul fell to the ground, blinded by the light.  What was happening?  

 

Saul was very scared. He heard a voice: “Saul! Why are you hurting me?”  “Who 

are you?” cried Saul.  He was very frightened!  The voice spoke to Saul again 

and said “I am Jesus. When you hurt my friends you hurt me”. Saul was so 

surprised.  He had been telling people it was wrong to believe in Jesus but now 

Saul knew that he was wrong.  He knew that Jesus was alive and real because 

Jesus was talking to him. 

 

Jesus said to Saul, “Get up now. Go into the city and wait there until you are 

told what to do next”. Saul got up but, when he opened his eyes, he couldn’t see 

- he was completely blind. His friends, who were travelling with him, took him 

by the hand and led him into Damascus.  For three days he was blind.  He didn’t 

eat or drink anything, but spent all his time praying.  

 

God had chosen a man called Ananias to help Saul.  Ananias was a Christian.  

“Go and look after Saul,” God told him.  Ananias was very scared.  “God, why do 

you want me to go and see Saul?  He hates people like me!” God said to 

Ananias, “Don’t worry! I have chosen Saul to do a very special job for me.  He is 

to go and tell people about Jesus.”  

 

So Ananias obeyed God and went to help Saul.  Ananias put his hands on Saul 

and God made Saul see again.  
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“Now, I want to be baptised” said Saul, “I want everyone to know that now I 

love Jesus.” Saul had changed what he believed about Jesus. He now knew 

that Jesus was alive and he now believed that Jesus really was God’s son. So, 

he began to tell everyone the good news about Jesus. But not everyone wanted 

to listen to Saul. Some people got together to plan to kill him. But Saul’s friends 

heard about this plan and, one night, they helped him to escape from the city.  

They put him into a really large basket and lowered him down over the city 

walls. 

 

To show how he had changed, Saul got a new name. He became known as 

Paul and he travelled to many, many places to tell people about Jesus and who 

he is and what he had done for them and many thousands of people became 

followers of Jesus. 

 

Paul also wrote letters to these people to tell them more. There was so much to 

say. We can read about Paul’s journeys and we can read these letters in the 

bible.  

 

 

Peter in Prison (Acts 12) 

 

Peter was one of Jesus’s ‘special twelve’. He had travelled with Jesus and 
listened to his teaching and seen the miracles Jesus did. He had been very 
frightened when Jesus died but now he had changed. He had seen and spoken 
to Jesus afterwards when Jesus came to show his followers that he was alive 
again. And Peter had been given the special gift from God of the Holy Spirit to 
help him tell others about Jesus.  
Peter had been very, very busy. He'd been telling people about Jesus and 
hundreds of people had become followers of Jesus. One person who didn't like 
hearing about Jesus was King Herod. This was a different Herod from the one 
who spoke to the wise men at the time of Jesus’s birth. The king was very 
angry and he wanted Peter stopped. 
 

Herod stomped up and down shouting, "All this talk about Jesus, I can't stand 

it, put him in prison at once and lock him up." So the soldiers put Peter in 

prison. They put chains on Peter so he couldn't escape, and they slammed the 

prison door shut.  
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King Herod was very pleased and he said, "Now I've stopped him and he can't 

tell anyone about Jesus any more". 

 
Meanwhile, Peter's friends were together at Mary's house. The door was closed 

and they were praying to God. God heard their prayers and God answered their 

prayers in an amazing way.  

 

It was night time and Peter was asleep in a prison cell. He was chained up to 

two soldiers so there was no chance of him escaping.  

 

Suddenly he felt someone shaking his shoulder; it was an angel saying, "Hurry, 

Peter, and get up". Imagine Peter's surprise when the chains fell off his hands. 

The angel said, "Do up your belt and put on your sandals".  

 

Peter did as the angel said and God made sure that the soldiers didn't wake up. 

The cell door opened for them, and Peter and the angel walked out. They kept 

walking but, when they came to the heavy prison gate, it was locked. How on 

earth could they get through that? Guess what - it swung open all by itself and 

Peter and the angel made their way out on to the street and suddenly the angel 

left Peter. 

 

Peter said to himself, "Now I know that God sent an angel and rescued me. Now 

King Herod can't stop me from telling people about Jesus.”  

 

Peter ran down the street and went straight to Mary's house where his friends 

were praying. Peter knocked at the door and a girl called Rhoda went to open it. 

Rhoda called out, "Who's there?"  

 

"It's Peter, let me in, please".  

 

Rhoda could hardly believe what she heard; she was so excited she ran to tell 

the others without even opening the door. Poor Peter was still outside! At last 

they let Peter in and he was able to tell them, "I'm free, God sent an angel to get 

me out of prison, now I can tell more people about Jesus."  

 

And that is exactly what Peter did. 
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Paul goes to Rome (Acts 27 – 28) 

 

Do you remember when Jesus had spoken to Saul (who was later called Paul) 
on the road to Damascus and Paul became a follower of Jesus? Since 
becoming a follower of Jesus, Paul had travelled to big towns and little towns, 
places at the seaside and places in the country, busy places and quiet places –
all sorts of places. Everywhere he went, he told people the good news about 
Jesus. But there was still one important place he needed to go to. God had 
promised that Paul would go to Rome and to tell the people there the good 
news about Jesus. Listen and find out how Paul got to Rome. 
 

Not everyone liked it when Paul told the good news about Jesus. He had 

enemies who told lies about him. Soldiers came and arrested Paul and put him 

in prison. Paul spent two years in prison and then he said, “I want to go to 

Rome and see the Roman Emperor and let him say if I should be set free.” 

                     
 

Rome was far away across the sea, so Paul was taken by a soldier to a ship 

with other prisoners. The soldier guarded the prisoners on the journey. There 

was also a captain and some sailors to sail the ship. At last, Paul was going to 

Rome. 

 

The ship sailed over the gentle waves, up and down. Paul stood on the deck 

and felt the cool, soft wind blowing on his face….but not for long! The wind 

became harder and stronger and it whipped the sea into angry, lashing waves. 

It was a terrible storm. 
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Day after day and night after night the wind blew and the sea crashed around 

the boat. It was so dark that they couldn’t see the sun in the day or the stars at 

night. Everyone was very frightened. Still the wind got stronger and the waves 

got bigger. The captain of the ship began to get very worried. He said to 

himself, “Are we going to be shipwrecked?” The soldier moaned, “Are we going 

to drown?” Paul began to think, “Am I ever going to get to Rome?” 

 

God sent an angel to Paul on the ship and the angel said, “Don’t be afraid, Paul. 

You will get to Rome and God will save the lives of everyone on the ship.” 

 

The next day, Paul spoke to the soldier guarding the prisoners and to the 

sailors and said, “My God has told me that he will keep us safe and I trust that 

God will do just what he says.” 

 

After fourteen days in the storm, they saw a safe, sandy beach where they 

could land BUT they weren’t safe yet! The ship got stuck on the bottom of the 

sea and huge waves came and smashed into the ship until it broke into pieces. 

What would happen to all the people? Would the prisoners escape? The soldier 

took charge and said to everyone, “Jump overboard and swim to the beach. If 

you can’t swim, grab hold of a piece of wood to float on.” 

 

Every one of the people – the soldier, the sailors, the captain and the prisoners 

got to the beach safely. Every one of the prisoners got to the beach safely, too, 

including Paul. Everyone was kept safe, just as God had said. Everyone was on 

the beach – but it wasn’t Rome. It was an island called Malta. 

 

After the storm had ended, Paul and the others got on a new ship that was 

going to Rome. Finally, Paul got to Rome. Even though he was still a prisoner, 

Paul was able to live in a house and tell many people in Rome the good news 

about Jesus – just as God had planned.                      


